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Discussion Group #3:

New Partnerships: Early Care & Education and Regional/Transportation Planning

Background

Planners anticipate that, in the next twenty years, the demand for housing within walking distance of mass transit will grow substantially. To this end, cities, transit agencies, private developers and community groups are now developing policies, programs and projects to meet the demand. This dialogue - which is sometimes referred to as "Smart Growth, Livable Communities" or "Transit Oriented Development (TOD)" - does not typically include child care representatives. But the field of early care and education needs to be part of the planning.

Reconnecting America, a national organization focused on the link between transportation and community development, recently estimated that more than 14.8 million households are expected to seek housing within a half-mile of 27 existing rail systems by 2025—more than double the number of households living there today.  In these cities, real estate developers, public agencies and community leaders are beginning to work together on transit station planning.

Additionally, federal, state and local governments have begun to make new funds available for transit infrastructure and some of these funds can be used in creative ways, including child care program development. Transit stations, and high-volume transit corridors, are potentially excellent sites for new child care facilities which can capitalize on transportation funding resources and benefit parents, children, and communities by reducing vehicle miles traveled or eliminating car trips.  At the same time, health impacts of major roadways or other pollution sources should be considered in center siting and design so that children’s health is maximized. Market studies must be conducted to determine the specific needs, appropriate locations and resources available in transportation nodes.

This issue brief was written by Anne Mitchell and Louise Stoney of the Alliance for Early Childhood Finance on behalf of Smart Start’s National Technical Assistance Center.

Better integration of transportation and child care data is a win for everyone. Transportation and regional planners often have access to data that could be helpful to the child care industry. This includes information on commuting patterns and primary transportation corridors, customer demographics, employment patterns, and so forth. Likewise, child care leaders can provide information on program locations, times, hours, and vacancies as well as start-up and operating cost information. 

Effective partnerships with TOD may require flexibility on the part of employers, families and child care providers. In some cases, the appropriate answer may not be developing new child care programs but improving access to existing programs. Transit funds can be used to support 'mobility improvements' such as more effective carpooling programs designed specifically for child care transportation, more child-friendly public transportation or walking and bicycling facilities that improve transit services. Child care resource and referral agencies could assist parents in finding child care programs conveniently located along their commute path. Transportation is always an issue for low-income families, who may not have access to a car, and is especially difficult for families who must travel to both work and child care.

The amount of time that families, including young children, spend in cars is increasing rapidly and has implications for child development.  Nationwide, young children average 65 minutes a day in cars. (Shaver, 2003) On average, suburban mothers spend seventeen full days a year behind the wheel, more than the time the average parent spends dressing, bathing and feeding a child. (LINCC, 2006) Long commutes also contribute to childhood obesity and increased health problems from decreased air quality. The Local Initiatives in Child Care (LINCC) project reports that, in California, cars contribute to increased airborne particulates and about 50% of the state's carbon dioxide problem. Better linkages between child care and transportation nodes could help ameliorate this problem.

In short, there are many ways to connect child care and transportation planning and finance. A key step is thinking carefully about how to approach - and work with -transportation and regional planners. Child care should not be viewed as another burdensome, required planning event but rather as an opportunity for building new linkages and resources.

Additional Resources

Facts about Child Care and Transportation. 

Alameda County Child Care Planning Council. http://www.acgov.org/childcare/linking.shtml 

A White Paper: Linking Child Care, Transportation and Land Use: Local, State and National Obstacles, Opportunities and Next Steps. 

LINCC Project. (September, 2005).  Available 2/27/2006-March 6/2006 at http://www.lincc-childcare.com under “Library/Recent” subheadings.  

Child Care and Transportation: A Literature Review   

Pojani, D. (September, 2005) available for order as part of “Linking Child Care, Transportation, & Land Use: A Compendium of Research, Discussions, and Next Steps,” at http://lincc-childcare.com/Content/10008/products.html under “Library/Transportation” subheadings or http://linccchildcare.com/docManager/1000000116/LINCC%20Transportation%20Packet%20Order%20Form.pdf
"The Road Too Much Traveled, For Many Children, Drive Time Just Keeps Going." 

Shaver, K. (January 27, 2003) Washington Post
Possible Funding Sources for School/Child Related Transportation Programs. Pushnik, Karenna, June, 2005, 

http://lincc-childcare.com/docs.php?oid=1000000114&ogid=1000000019
Discussion Questions

1. How do I find out what is happening with transportation and Transit Oriented Development planning in my community? How do I get involved? 

2. What about financing linkages? What are some of the most promising ways to tap into transit oriented finance, and how do I begin to build those links?

3. What data do I need? Are these data already available in my community, and if so, where? If data aren't available, how do I go about trying to collect it?
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