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	History &

Status
	On November 21, 2003, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) introduced legislatoin (HR 3595) authorizing the creation of a program to assist states wanting to establish AHIC programs, to the U.S. House of Representatives.
	In 1997, legislation passed authorizing the creation of an AHIC program.  In July 1998, the program was implemented.  In 2003, the law was repealed.
	Pilot:  In 2002, an AHIC pilot program was established.  The program was created by its administering agency, not by law.  The agency ended the pilot program in March 2003. 

Law:  In June 2003, legislatoin (HB 569) authorizing the creation of an AHIC program, was signed into law.  Note:  The program is unfunded as of January 2004. 


	In 1998, legislation (HB 1519) authorizing the creation of an  AHIC-style program -- called “the Stay-At-Home Parent Program” (SAHPP)” –  became law.



	Purpose


	Authorizes financial assistance to states that wish to create programs allowing eligible parents to receive partial wage replacement while on leave to take care of their infants. 
	Allows eligible parents to receive a subsidy to care for their infants.
	Allows eligible parents to receive a subsidy to care for their infants..
	Allows eligible parents to receive a subsidy to care for their infants and toddlers.

	Funding Source
	New federal funding stream through federal child care funds (known as the Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG)).  
	Funding set aside from state child care funds.  


	Pilot: TANF MOE funds.

Law: Unfunded.  (The law calls for use of federal AHIC funding, should it become available.) 
	The state funds the program with entrance fees to riverboat casinos.  (All state child care funds come from these fees.)

	Costs 
	Unknown.  Program not yet law.
	Still researching.

[One cost projection estimates $2 million.]
	Still researching.
	Still researching.



	Eligibility & Other

Requirements

Requirements

(Cont’d)


	Family income must be at or below 85% of state median income.
	Family income must be at or below 290% of the federal poverty line.
	Family income must be at or below 150% of the federal poverty line.
	Family income must be at or below 185% of the federal poverty line.



	
	---
	Family must meet eligibility requirements for the state’s child care assistance program .
	Pilot only:  Family must meet requirements for the state’s child care assistance program.


	---

	
	Child must be under 2 years old.
	Child must be under 1 year old.
	Child must be under 2 years old.
	Child must be 3 years old or younger.

	
	Family may not access other child care assistance while enrolled in the AHIC program.


	Still researching.


	Family may not access TANF cash assistance while enrolled in the  AHIC program.
	Still researching.

	
	Prior to enrolling in the program, in single-parent families, the parent must have worked or attended education or training for not less than 60 hours in the last 3 months.  In two-parent families, parents must have worked or attended education or training for 120 aggregate hours in the last 3 months.


	Prior to enrolling in the program, the caretaking parent must have been involved in an “eligible activity” (work or approved education or training) within 9 months prior to application.


	Prior to enrolling in the program, in single-parent families, parent must have worked at least 60 hours, or worked 40 hours while attending post-secondary education or training, for one of three months prior to participation in the program.  In two-parent families, parents must have worked 120 aggregate hours for one of three months prior to participation in the program.  (Pilot: Both parents must have contributed to the hours required.)


	---

	
	One parent must provide full-time care for child.


	One parent must provide full-time care for child.
	In two-parent families, care can come from either one or both parents, but parent(s) must provide full-time care for child.
	---

	
	In two-parent families, the non-caretaking parent must work for compensation.
	The caretaking parent cannot be working or persuing education or training while caring for the enrolled child.


	Still researching.
	Still researching.



	
	Other requirements specified in the federal Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG).


	
	Parents are required to complete a child development education plan outlining their development initiatives for the child.
	Organizations that receive grants may require parents to participate in a training program called “Parents as Teachers” (PAT).



	Definitions
	Parent, Child and Family:  As defined in the federal Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG).


	Parent:  birth parent, adoptive parent or stepparent. 

Child and Family:  as defined in the Minnesota Basic Sliding Fee child care program. 
	Parent:   birth parent,  stepparent, foster parent or guardian acting in loco parentis. 

Child:  a person 12 years old or younger, or a person age 13 or 14 who is handicapped. 

Family:  as defined in the state’s Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarship program.


	Still researching.

	Subsidy


	Left to the discretion of states.
	90% of state’s maximum rate paid to a licensed family child care provider for full-time care of an infant in the applicant’s county of residence. (In 2001, it was 75%.)
	100% of the state’s family child care rate established through the bi-annual market rate survey.  


	The monthly average cost for state subsidized child care within the family’s geographic area. 

	Limit on Length of Usage
	A caretaking parent can be enrolled in the program for up to 24 months (in the aggregate) during their lifetime.  This time can be broken up and used for more than one child.
	A family can be enrolled in the program for up to 12 months (in the aggregate) during the lifetime of the caretaking parent.  This time can be broken up and used for more than one child. 
	A family can be enrolled in the program for up to 24 payments (in the aggregate) during the lifetime of the caretaking parent.  A family can receive more than one payment per month for multiple children assuming they comply with the eligibility requirements. 


	---

	Administration


	Still Researching.
	The Department of Human Services (formerly the Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Learning).


	Pilot:  The Department of Health and Human Services, Early Childhood Services Bureau (ECSB).  

Law:  Not specified. 
	The Missouri Department of Social Services, Division of Family Services.

 

	
	
	Program administered at the local level by county social services agencies.


	Pilot:  Program administered at the local level by Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (CCR&RA)

Law:  Not specified.


	Department makes grants available to organizations to establish and administer SAHPP programs.

	
	
	Family applies for benefits to county social services agencies.
	Pilot:  Families apply for benefits to a Child Care Resource and Referral Agency (CCR&RA).

Law:  Not specified.


	Family applies for benefits to these organizations.


*  Information on Montana applies to both the pilot program and the law unless otherwise noted. 

1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW / Suite 650 / Washington, DC 20009 / 202.986.2600 / Website: http://www.nationalpartnership.org

PAGE  
4

[image: image1.png]