[image: image1.png]T
National Partnership
““___ o for Women & Families




At-Home Infant Care (AHIC)

What Is At-Home Infant Care (AHIC)?  

AHIC is a program that allows working parents who meet income requirements to receive a subsidy in lieu of child care assistance for caring for infants.  AHIC provides additional supports important to the well-being of babies and the economic security of working families.

Why Is It Important?
1. Lack of infant child care:  Numerous studies document lack of infant care, and in particular affordable care that meets basic health and safety standards, particularly in rural areas.
· Supply:  The current number of licensed infant slots can only meet 18 percent of the potential need. The shortage is even more acute in rural areas, especially poor areas.
· Safety and Health:  40 percent of the rooms used by providers of infant care jeopardized children’s health, safety, or development.
· Cost:  The average cost of child care for infants in an urban area center is more than the average cost of public college tuition in every state.  The cost of center care for a 12-month-old is $5,750 or higher per year in all the cities surveyed in a recent study.  And in rural areas, the average annual cost for an infant is over $4,500 in more than half of those areas surveyed.
2. Necessary for success of welfare-to-work:  The goals of moving families successfully from welfare into work and keeping them employed are undermined without family access to an AHIC style program.  The lack of child care for infants can make it more difficult for parents to obtain or retain employment. 

· Approximately 800,000 babies are born to families in poverty in the United States each year.

· Welfare leaver studies show that problems with child care can make it more difficult to obtain employment, retain employment, and move up into better jobs.

· Parents who are good caretakers will miss work before they will leave their children in unsafe, unhealthy care situations; the lack of an AHIC program means in some instances that working parents are sanctioned and even fired by employers for being good, responsible parents.  This in turn means their family’s current and future economic security is undermined.
3. Brain development:  Research demonstrates the importance of quality care in an infant’s first year for enhancing brain development.

Possible Funding Sources for State AHIC Programs:

1. TANF MOE – Use for AHIC allowed under existing law.  No legislation necessary.

2. State Child Care Funds – Use of existing funds for AHIC may vary by state.

3. General Funds for Pilot Programs or Full Projects – Use for AHIC involves legislation.
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