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Planning for Child Care in California 
  

By Kristen Anderson 
 

A comprehensive guidebook addressing the “who, what, where, and why” of planning for child 
care in California.   Reviews planning tools and strategies for encouraging development of child 
care facilities and services, illustrated by examples of child care projects in cities and counties 
throughout the state.  
 
Planning for Child Care in California is a valuable resource for municipal, county, and school 
district planners as well as public officials, community services managers, housing and 
community developers, students, and child care professionals and advocates. 
 
Topics: 
 

• Child care facility definitions and licensing requirements 
• Agencies and organizations involved in child care planning 
• The relationship between preschool education and child care 
• Roles that cities and counties can play 
• Child care and the local general plan 
•  “Child care-friendly” zoning ordinances and permitting processes 
• Finding appropriate locations for child care facilities and dealing with land use conflicts 
• Space needs and other factors to consider in child care development 
• The link between housing and child care 
• The link between transportation and child care 
• Work-site child care centers and other models and partnerships 

  
Author: 
 
Kristen M. Anderson is child care coordinator for the City of Redwood City with responsibility 
for developing child care resources in both the public and private sectors. As a consultant, she 
assists other cities and counties in developing or revising child care policies and strategies.  She 
holds a PhD in Early Education and Child Development (Stanford University, 1981).  
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